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“Voice of Democracy’ winner ...

One day of the year is not enough

Charies “Lhew” Leqch i5 @
stpdent at Meowbon County High
Schoel, He iz tive sow of My aod
Mrs, {lenn Leach of Conefurifa
He is @ member of Futwre
FHuziness Leaders of America,
Mu Alpha Theta, tiee Beta Clib,
aind s am the principel’s Jist,
He was an quard minger in e
“Feice of Democracy” easay
contest shonsored by tiee Feboran
af Foreign Was, Here's is s25ax

By Charles “Drew”™ Leach

spacial to The Star

g The allows there siood
# young man araund the e of
21, A Bratish afficer stepped for-
wirel s asked i e e sy T
waords. His reply was, “1 only
reeret that [ hawe bat one life fo
grive for my country”

The man then fell and was
brouwgehit to a sudden stog by the
rape which was tied areund his
neck. U the morndng of Sepl.
22,1776, this man, Mathan Hale,
was executed as o ospy for the
LIS, Army.

[t is men such as this who
were willing to give evervihing
fow' thetr countr y, cven their Bves,
who alloow aur mation to be wha it
i taelay, Becinse of these men,
we hawe freedoms that many
countries do nof have, the
freedom Lo follow any religion
we wank, the freedom fo practice
whatewer profession we desire
anel the freedam o live oo ves
ANV Wiy we wanl,

We, the citizens of this greu
nitism, shaoul] honoer thesse men
who have done &0 much o
dhefemil it

Since the Toanding of our
countey, our soldiers have done
everything n thelr power o
defend and protect the grinciples
on which it was ereated. [ not
for gur veterans, we wold hase
none of the freedoms that our
SPOANCE EICE g anbees s o
e government and, indeed,
o entive cowntry, relies an our
soldiers o stog these whoe wish
i dhesstraon ws and our way of Nife.

This pravection, loweyver,
dives not come without a price.
This piice =5 paidd by our soldiers.
Chuar weterans have gone throueh
much suffering. They have fel

pain, the pain of secing a fricnd
or brother killed before their
eyes They hivee fell fear, the fear
that at any moment, they or
amyone around them coold die
next,

For many, this fear came true,

In Werld War | and World
War [l combined, 525014 U5,
soldiers made the ulimate sac-
rifice to defend their country,
and the entire world, from the
reign of oppressive dictators,

In the Worean and Vietnam
conflicts combined, 112465
Americans gave their ves o pre-
vent the spread of communism
and preserve democracy  for
futurs generations,

Their service gives new
meaning  to the  phrase,
“Fresiom isnt free” Our ved-
crans, both living and dead, have
paid & heavy toll to provide us
with this natien, a nation where
we are free, where we can live

joins fight

Bl Mebory sz tive divector of
the Egst Central Contract
Procurement Center gf Mertdian
Commurity College —
fechmical asststance cenfer shioh
assisls loowl companies dofng
Bresiness bl the federal
Fnvernaent,

Lﬂg;m- e fended by the I'-;k{ﬁ'-w-r
stics Agemey wilth malching

Foomneds froaw Phe stade end local

governaent,” Bill said,

Chur serevces feelp provide
sowrces af suefrddy frem wieech the
Dipaartment of Defense cen order
supplies gmd serevces,
Specifically, MOC o5 the regsor
fhatl we cow offer Uus free sersice
For Miimsugsefets bresinesses i o
1 2<conmty areg,”

By Bill Mabry
snecial 1o Thiz Star

[used to work as a civilian for
the Diepartment of Defense, | was
in contracts, buying supplices for
the LS Mrmy during the
Vietnam Conflict and supplies in
support of 15 ahips for the MNaval
Oeennographic CHce.

Alsa, 1was in Baudi Arabin as
a contract administrator for the
LIS, Army Corps of Engineers. [
hawe seen firsthand the needs
and urgencies of owr front Hne
troops and the enwironment
faced By owr troops in the
Middle Enst.

[ weant all of you to konow that [
appreciate what you are doing.

[ was in an Army Reserve Unit
that was activated for the Berlin
Crisis. We had no idea how long
we would be activated and felt
that the general public didn't
appreciate what we were doing.
This is not the case now.
Everyone 1 know, or caome in con-
tact with, is grateful for what you
all are deing.

[ moy building, we hawve had
ane person whose unit was acti-
vated leave in January to serve
in Operation Iragi Freedom
Phase 1L

Sgt. 1st Class Daniel Tally is
with the Mississippi Army
Mational Guard's 150h Combat
Enginecr Battalion, which is part
of the L56 Separate Armored
Brigade. He leaves a wile, son
and daughter in the Meridian
area. Previously, he served in
[hesert Storm.

We had one person who lefl w
become active duty in the Air
Maticnal Guard. Maj. Eric Hrato
is an environmental scientist cur-
rently serving full4ime with the
186th Air Eefueling Wing's Civil
Engineering Squadeon.

Crur prayers are with vou all.

our lives as we see [0t and where
wie need nob fear being executed
by the government for little or
no reascn. We owe this and
much more to our velerans.

Our veterans  have gone
through much to protect our
ruumr;. We should honor these
men whio willingly face death 1o
serye our country and those that
live there.

But how? How should we cel-
ebrate the preal sacrifices of

these brave men and women? ls
simply sefiing aside one day out
of the vear enough to honor the
dewotion they gave bo our great
countryf The answer is a
resounding “nol”

Each day we should celebrate
our veterans, Each day we
should honer these men who
gave their all in service to the
fresecloms which we enjoy. All we
have is due bo these brave men
— U velerans




